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RE MARKS 

Applicanis arc illing a Request for ("ontiniied [Lxaminalion and an Anicndmcnl in 
response to Ihe \urj\ OiTiec Aciiun ofOcioher 23, 2008. Applicants ask thai all claims be 
allowed in view of die antcndmeni to die claims and the following remarks. Claims 1-7, 9. 10, 
13-17, 19-22, 27-34. 39-45. 47, 48, 5 1-55, 57-60. and 65-71 are pending, oi" vvhicli claims 1, 22, 
31, 39, 60, and 69 are independent. Claim 34 has been wididrawn from consideration, leavinu 
claims 1-7, 9, 10, 13-17, 19-22. 27-33, 39-45, 47, 48, 51-55, 57-60, and 65-71 presented for 
examination. 

Claim Rcjedions Under 33 li.S.C. § 103 

Claims 1-7, 9, 10, 13-17, 19-22, 27-33, 39-45. 47, 48, 51-55, 57-60, and 65-7] have been 
reiected under 35 U.S,C. § 103(a) as being obvious in view ol'thc combination ofU.S, Patent 
No. 6,029,195 (hereinafter "Hcr/1 in view of AUenby, Greg M., et al, 'Using Extremes to 
Design Products and Segment Markets/Wo/Yr;/;// of Marketing Research. Vol. XXXll. pages 
392-403 (November 1995) (hereinafter '*Allenby"). Applicants have amended independent 
claims 1 , 22, 31 , 39, 60, artd 69 and request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of 
claims 1-7, 9, !0. 13-17, 19-22, 27-33, 39-45, 47, 48, 51-55, 57-60, and 65-7! at icasi because 
Her/ and Allenby, when taken alone or in combination, do not describe or suggest all of the 
features recited in each of amended independenl claims 1, 22, 31, 39, 60, and 69. 

Claims 1-7, 9, 10. LMZ.I^r2L,19:il.47,48, 4^ 

As amended, independent claim 1 recites, among other features, selecting a (irsl sub- 
grotip ofconsumei-s as a matcli for a first consume)*, determining a first adjustment factor for use 
in adiusling a stored value thai is reflective ol'lhe first consumer's preference for al least one 
aitribuic level bascddii the first consumer's answers to a first set of irade-off questions and 
predicted answers to the first set of irade-off questions for ihe first consumer, and adjusting the 
stored value that is relleclivc of the first consumer's preference for the at least one attribute level 
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as a funcuon ofihc dctcrniincd first adjustment iaclor and an average value oflhc first sub- 
group's prelercncc for the at least one attribute level. 

As these features of independent claim 1 have been newly added to independent claim 1 
by way of this Ameiulnicnl. these features naturally were not addressed by the fmal Office 
Aciion of Ocrober 23, 2008. f^unhermore. Her/ and Allenby. Nv'hen taken alone or in 
combination, do not describe or suggest these newly added features of iiidepeiHlent claim 1 . 
Accordingly, applicants request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of independent 
clami 1 and dependent claims 2-7, 9, 10, 13-17, 19-21. which depend from independent claim I. 

As amended, independent claim 39 recites features thai arc similar to ihc features 
discussed above in connection with independent claim 1 and does so in the context of a medium 
staring processor-executable process steps. Accordingly, for at least the reasons discussed above 
in connection with independent claim I, applicants request reconsideration and withdrawal oflhc 
rejection of independent claim 39 and dependent claims 39-45. 47, 48. 48, 51-55, and 57-59, 
which depend from independeni claim 39. 

Claims 22. 2700. 60.. and 

As amended, independent claim 22 recites, among other features, seleciing a particular 
sub-group of consumers as a match for a particular consumer, determining an adjusimeni factor 
for use in adjusting a stored value that is rellective of the particular consumer's preference for at 
least one attribute level based on the jxinicular consumer's received answers lo a set oi' trade-off 
questions and predicted answers to the set of trade-off questions for the particular consumer, and 
adjusting the stored value (hat is reflective of the particular consumer \s preference for the at least 
one attribute level as a function of the determined adjustment factor and an average value of the 
particular sub-group\s preference for the at least one attribute level. 

As discussed above in connection with independent claims I and 39, llerz and Alicnby, 
when taken alone or in combination, do not describe or suggest these newly added features of 
independent claim 22. Accordingly, applicants request reconsideration and withdrawal oflhc 
rejection of independent claim 22 and dependent claims 27.30. whicli depend from independent 
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As amended, independent claim 60 recilcs fealiires that lire similar lo ihc features 
discussed above in connection with independeni claim 22 and does so in the context ofa medium 
storing processor-execuiable process steps. Accordingly, for al least the reasons discussed above 
in connection with independent claim 22, applicanus request reconsideration and withdrawal of 
the rejcclion ormdcpcndent claim ()0 and dependent claims ()5-6S, w hich depend from 
independent claim M). 



Claims 31-33 and 69-71 

As amended, independent chiim 31 recites, among other icaiures. sclcctinij; a panicular 
sub-'group orconsiimers as a nnuch for a particidar consumer, detenninmg an adjustmcm factor 
for use in adjusting a currency-nornudi/.ed stored value that is reilecli vo of the particular 
cor.sumer's curroncy-norniaiizcd preference for at least one attribute level, and adjusting the 
stored currency-normali/ed value that is rencclive of the particular consumer's currency- 
normalized preference for the at least one attribute level as a function of the determined 
adjustment iactor and an average value of the parliculaj' sub-group's currency -normali/ed 
preference for the at least one attribute level 

For reasons that are similar to those discussed above in connection with independent 
clamis 1 and 39, Herz and Alienby. when taken alone or in combination, do not describe or 
suggest these newly added features of independent claim 3 1 . Accordingly, applicants request 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of independent claim 31 and dependent claims 
32 and 33. which depend from independent claim 3K 

As amended, independent claim 69 recites features that arc similar to the features 
discussed above in connection wdih independent claim 31 and docs so in the context ofa medium 
storing processor-execulable process steps. Accordingly, for at least the reasons discussed above 
m connection mih independeni claim 3 1 , applicants request reconsideration and withdrawal ot' 
the rejection of independent claim 69 and dependent claims 70 and 7K which depend from 
independent claim 69. 



Cunclusion 

Applicants submit that all claims are in condition for allowance. 
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II is believed lhal all oFthc pending issues h;ivc been addressed. However, the absence o(" 
a reply to a specific rcjeclion, issue or comment does not signify agreement with or concession 
ofthal rejection, issue or comment. In addition, because the arguments made above may not he 
exhaustive, there may be reasons for patentability ofany or all pending claims (or other claims) 
that have not been expressed. Finally, nothing in this reply should he conslrued as an intent to 
concede any issue with regard to any claim, except as specincally stated in this reply, and the 
amendment ofany claim does not necessarily signify concession of unpatemabiliiy of the claim 
prior to its amendment. 

The fee in the amount orS470 in payment of the Request for Continued Bxaminalion I'cc 
(S405) and the Petition for One-month Extension ofTimc Fee ($65) is being pMid concurrently 
herewith on the Elecironie Filing System fHFS) by way of Deposit Account authorization, 
Please apply any other charges or credits due in connection with the liling; of this Amendmcni or 
otherwise lo Deposit Account No. 06'1050. 
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Respectfully submitted. 
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